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Period for Reply 


A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent tenm adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is responsive to communication filed 6/18/2004. Currently 
claims 1-7 are pending. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claims 1 and 3-7 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Meirsman (US 6636923). 

Regarding claim 1 , Meirsman discloses a first connector for communication with 
a master apparatus (e.g., col. 4, lines 29-31); a second connector for communication 
with a peripheral apparatus (e.g., col. 4, lines 36-37), means of transmission of a supply 
voltage on the first connector originating from the master apparatus and means of 
detection of the presence thereon of the supply voltage (e.g., col. 4, lines 7-10) 
controlling a switching circuit fro going from a master mode and from a slave mode 
(e.g., col. 4, lines 38-45). 

Regarding claim 3, Meirsman also discloses wherein the switching circuit 
comprises two inputs each linked to an input/output of a controller managing the 
transfer of data between the first or the second connector and a so-called main 
microprocessor of the apparatus (e.g., col. 4, lines 24-28), the switching circuit also 
comprises inputs/outputs allowing the connection of the first and second connector so 
that either the first connector is linked to the inputs/outputs of the controller, or the 
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second connector is linked to the inputs/outputs of the controller (e.g., col. 4, lines 38- 
45). 

Regarding claim 4. Meirsman also discloses wherein the means of detection are 
linked, firstly to a specific input of the switching circuit, secondly to an input of the 
controller and thirdly to an input of the main microprocessor (e.g., col. 4, lines 38-43). 

Regarding claim 5, Meirsman also discloses wherein the master apparatus is a 
personal computer and the apparatus comprises a digital decoder connected to the 
communication network so as to allow the computer to talk to said network (e.g., col. 3, 
lines 39-42). 

Regarding claim 6, Meirsman also discloses wherein the means of detection 
comprise a line transmitting either the supply voltage appearing on the first connector, 
or a signal representative of the appearance of the supply voltage on the first connector, 
to the switching circuit, the controller and the main microprocessor (e.g., col. 4, lines 9- 
13). 

Regarding claim 7, Meirsman also discloses wherein the peripheral or 
peripherals are linked to the second connector of the apparatus by way of a splitter 
(e.g., col. 4, lines 40-41). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth In section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 2 stands rejected under 35 L/.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Meirsman as applied to claim 1 above, in view of standard USB implementation, as 
further evidenced by Russell (US 6584519). 

Regarding claim 2, Meirsman also discloses upstream and downstream 
connections (e.g., col. 4, lines 38-43), but neglects to mention the standard USB 
implementational detail which identifies these as A and B type connectors. The 
Examiner takes Official Notice that these are well-known physical details of the USB 
standard, as further evidenced by Russell (e.g., Figure 1 ). It would be obvious to 
combine the USB type connectors with Meirsman because it is advantageous to use 
standard USB connectors when implementing the USB standard in a system such as 
Meirsman. Therefore it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
Meirsman with implementation standards to obtain the claimed invention. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 6/18/2004 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that "[n]owhere does Meirsman disclose or suggest that the 
detection of the presence or absence of a supply voltage controls a switching circuit to 
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trigger a change in mode of the apparatus"; however as cited in the rejection maintained 
supra, Meirsman does precisely that: "the new station pulls up a potential on a pin of 
the USB connector" (col. 4, lines 7-10). The Examiner deems that this is how all 
connections are detected, in fact this is a standard means of detecting USB 
connections. The switching is disclosed subsequently (col. 4, lines 30-37): 

"The apparatus 20 is designed to be able to operate with and without a host 
station connected to the host connector 26. In case a host station connected to 
the host connector 26, the apparatus can operate as a normal hub station, the 
hub circuit 22 performing the known functions of the hub station. In case no host 
station is connected to the host connector 26. the local host processor 24 
operates as host processor, communicating with slave stations connected to the 
slave connectors 28a-c." 
and as disclosure of the active disposition of this change (col. 5, lines 1-4): 

"It is possible that, during the time when the local host processor 24 operates as 
host processor, a new host processor (host station) 38 is connected to the host 
connector 26 (either directly or via one or more hub stations)." 

Thus the rejection of claim 1, and dependent claims, is maintained. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Tomaszewski (US 2001/0001563) exemplifies standard 
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detection of a potential to indicate a connection (para. 20-23) as does likewise Oguma 
(US 6516205, e.g., col. 3, line 66 - col. 4, line 8). 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clifford H Knoll whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8656. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 0630-1500. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark H Rinehart can be reached on 703-305-4815. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 


Application/Control Number: 09/942,387 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2112 

Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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